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— — — Veniet manus, auxilio que 
Sit miki, — — — Hor. 


[2 Y correfpondents, whofe letters are not of 
few fufficient length to make up a whole Paper, 
= muft be contented to wait ’till I can find 
#2 convenient room to introduce them. I fhall 
for the prefent fling together the two fol- 








lowing, from a number now lying before me, though their 
fubjeéts have no connection with each other. 


Mr. TOWN! 


OU muft know, Sir, in my younger days I was very 
fufceptible of the paffion of love: my heart was al- 

ways fluttering, jumping, and fkipping, when a female 
object was in view: and being a pretty good mafter of that 
Vor. II. 4G kind 
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kind of romantic nonfenfe, with which the fair are too often 
captivated; being fond of dancing, frifking, capering, and 
fidgeting to all public places; I gained the affections of 
many, but could fettle to none: and my heart conftantly 


returned to its owner with the wound healed. 


In this manper I lived till I grew paft forty; and think- 
ing fuch kind of life not fo agreeable, but rather fatiguing, 
I came to a refolution to marry, and fettle quietly in the 
world the remainder of my days. You may guefs from my 
general acquaintance, I could not be a great while before I 
had an opportunity offered of meeting fomething fuitable to 
my inclinations: accordingly I fixed my mind on a widow 
lady about ten years younger than myfelf ; to whom I made 
known my intentions as foon as I could. I was received in” 
fuch a manner as all happy lovers would with to be: and 
at laft got her promife for the completion : but when I pref- 
fed the day, was told it could not be. fo foon as I defired ; 
for to furrender on fo fhort a courtfhip, the world might 
impute as an indecorum in her character. 


I must tell you, I foon found (like Ma/volio in the play) 
that fhe had a great paffion for white filk ftockings; and 
you may be fure I always dreffed my legs in that colour: 
but as ill luck would have it, fome little time fince, having 
ftayed with her pretty late, and not being able to get either 
coach or chair, I was forced to trudge home in the rain, 
my curfed white ftockings were wet from top to bottom ; 
the next morning the rheumatifm took pofleflion of one of 
my knees, which not only caufed an hobble in my gait, but 
obliged me to cloath my legs with thick ribb’d worfted for 


the fake of warmth. 


Tuus 
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Tuvs hobbling and cloathed, I went to vifit my charmer, 
who as I entered the room was fitting in her chair more 
grave than ufual; which I imputed to her attention to do- 


meftic affairs, and fat down by her, I took hold of her | 


hand, and was going to intrude on her lips for a kifs — But 
would you think it, Mr. Town! inftead of fuffering my fa- 
lute, fhe reclined her head on the chair; drew her hand 
from mine; held it up asa bar between us ; arofe ; and told 
me I muft take no fuch liberties in future. I expoftulated ; 
and was for attempting again, imagining it was only a whim, 
(for you well know they all have their whims) but to my 
great misfortune found it was real, She refumed her 
place ; and in a grave manner told me, I muft think no 
more of what had paffed between us ; that fhe fhould al- 
ways have a regard for me, but was determined not to 
marry ; and therefore expected I fhould from that time for- 
bear all further pretenfion. I earneftly (as you can make 
no doubt) preffed for reafons, but could get none except 

broken hints; fuch as—I would not have you marry — It 
may hurt your conftitution, which feems to be very delicate 
—J cannot turn Nurfe— We fhall not anfwer each others 
expectations—and without any further or other ceremony, 
fhe quitted the room with all the haughty airs ofa fine lady, 
who knows fhe has the man totally in her power, 


Ox Mr. Town! imagine what a confufed fituation I was 
in: I was thunder-ftruck : I was over-whelmed with horror 
and aftonifhment: I ftood like the Soldier when he beheld 
the fhocking condition of his General Bellifarius. After 
being a long time in that condition, I a little recovered my 
fenfes; and with much difficulty prevailed on her maid, to 


follow 
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follow her to her retreat ; and to beg the favour only to {peak 
to her. That was denied me ; ‘I was told her determination 
was fixed; fhe expected I would obey it; and that, the 
fhould be abfent when I came again. 


I am at prefent uncertain what to do : I fhall therefore be 
obliged to you, if you will advife me, (as I can prove a 
promife of marriage) whether I fhall put the affair into the 
hands of my attorney: or whether I fhall ftay till the warm 
weather comes (which I imagine will carry off my rheu- 
matifm) and attack her again: or whether I fhall pocket the 
difappointment, and think no more of matrimony. Give me 
fome confolation if you can: but if you have none, I defire, 
for the good of young batchelors like myfelf, you would ad- 
vife them all between forty and fifty not to wear white ftock- 
ings in winter. 

Iam, Sir, your conflant reader, &c. 


TIMOTHY DOUBT. 


Mr. TOWN! 

S there are fome vices, which the vulgar have pre- 
fumed to copy from the great, fo there are others, 
which the great have condefcended to borrow from the vul- 
gar. Among thefe I cannot but fet down the black-guard 
practice (for fo I muft call it) of Curfing and Swearing : a 
practice, which (to fay nothing at prefent of its profanenefs) 
is low and indelicate, and places a man of quality on the 
fame level with the chairman at hisdoor. For my own part 
I cannot fee the difference between a By Gad or a Dem-me 
minced and foftened by a gentle pronunciation from well- 
bred lips, and the fame expreffion bluntly bolted out from 

the broad mouth of a carman or an oyfter-wench., 


Your 

















XUM 


No. 108. The CONNOISSEUR. 653 


Your predeceffor the SpecraTor has given us an account 
of a felect party of Swearers, who were extremely furprifed 
at their own common talk, which was taken down in fhort+ 
hand, and afterwards repeated to them. In like manner,:.if 
we were to draw out a catalogue of fafhionable Oaths and 
Curfes in prefent ufe at 4rthur’s or any other polite aflembly, 
would not the company themfelves be led to imagine, that 
the converfation had been carried on between the loweft of 
the mob? Would they not bluth to find, that they had 
gleaned their choiceft phrafes from ftreets and allies, and ens 
riched their difcourfe by the elegant diale& of wants ae 
Broad Saint Giles’s ? 


I sHALL purpofely wave making any reflections on the im- 
piety of this practice, as I am fatisfied they would have but 
little weight either with the deau-monde or the canaille, The 
Swearer of either ftation devotes himfelf piece-meal (as it 
were) to deftruction ; pours out anathemas againft his eyes, 
his heart, his foul, and every part of his body ; and extends 
the fame good wifhes to the limbs and joints of his friends 
and acquaintance. This they both do with the fame fearlefs 
unconcern ; but with this difference only, that the Gentle- 
man-Swearer damns himfelf and others with the greateft ci- 
vility and good-breeding imaginable. 


I know it will be pleaded in excufe for this practice, that 
Oaths and Curfes are intended only as mere expletives, to fill 
up and give a grace to converfation: but as there are ftill 
fome old-fafhioned creatures, who adhere to their common 
acceptation, it would be proper to fubftitute fome other un- 
meaning terms in their room, and at the fame time remote 
from the vulgar Curfing and Swearing. A worthy clergy- 

Voi, II, 4H man 
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man (whofe name I cannot recollect) being chaplain of a 
regiment, is faid to have reclaimed the officers, who were 
much addiéted to the vulgar idiom of fwearing, by taking 
occafion to tell them a ftory, in which he introduced the 
words doftle and glafs, inftead of the ufual expletives of God, 
Devil, and damn, which he did not think quite fo becoming 
for one of his cloth to make free with. The fame method 
might, I imagine, be followed by our people of fafhion, 
whenever they are obliged to have recourfe to the like fubfti- 
tutes for thought. Bottle and glafs might be ufed with great 
energy in the table-talk at the King’s Arms or Saint Alban’ s ta- 
verns: the gamefter might be indulged in {wearing by the 
Knave of Clubs, or the Curfe of Scotland; or he might with fome 
propriety retain the old execration of the Deuce take it: the 
beau fhould be allowed to “ fwear by his gracious felf, 
** which is the god of his idolatry ;” and the common ex- 
pletives of converfation fhould confift only of upon my word, 





or upon my honour; which, whatever fenfe they might for- 
merly bear, are at prefent underftood only as words of 
courfe without meaning. 


I am, 
S I R, 


Your bumble Servant, &c. 
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